National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Request


We join the larger humanities community—including the National Humanities Alliance and the Federation of State
Humanities Councils—in urging Congress to provide at least $155 million for the NEH in FY 2017.

Introduction
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) is an independent federal agency created by Congress in 1965.
Grants are awarded to nonprofit educational institutions—including museums, colleges, universities, archives and
libraries—for educational programming and the care of collections, in addition to annual grants to state humanities
councils located in every state and U.S. territory.

Talking Points


In 2015, museum-related projects received 118 awards totaling over $12.5 million from all NEH program divisions
(Preservation & Access, Research, Education, Public Programs, Challenge Grants and Digital Humanities).
o

In 2015, NEH funded more than 211 permanent and traveling exhibitions that educated broad public
audiences.

o

In 2015, 63 peer-reviewed, competitive grants totaling over $3.6 million were awarded to museums,
historical societies and historic sites through the NEH Division of Preservation and Access for a variety of
efforts—such as audiovisual preservation, digital preservation and preventive conservation—to preserve
and provide access to our nation’s rich cultural heritage.

o

NEH Challenge Grants helped museums to bolster long-term sustainability, underwrite capital
improvements and support staff positions.



Demand for humanities project support, as demonstrated by NEH grant application rates, far exceeds available
funding. In FY 2015, NEH received 4,928 competitive grant applications representing $482.8 million in requested
funds, but was only able to fund 15.4 percent of these peer-reviewed proposals.



The agency’s Positions in the Public Humanities program is a vital tool for early-career humanities scholars at
museums, but does not have sufficient support to assist currently enrolled humanities students.



Humanities councils in every state and U.S. territory sponsor family literacy programs, speakers’ bureaus, cultural
heritage tourism, exhibitions and live performances. In 2014, 55 state councils supported 4,266 museum-related



events, attracting a total audience of 2.1 million people.
An NEH initiative, The Common Good, seeks to engage humanities scholars with the complex issues playing out
in our public lives and demonstrate the relevance and power of the humanities in tackling those issues. It
strengthens NEH’s support for Standing Together: The Humanities and the Experience of War, a series of pilot
programs launched in 2014 to promote understanding of the military experience and to support returning
veterans.

Status


The NEH is funded through the Interior & Environment appropriations bill.



The NEH received $147.9 million in FY 2016 appropriations.

Funding History
FY 10
Appropriation
(in millions)

$167.5

FY 11

FY 12

FY 13 CR*

$154.7

$146

$146

FY 14

FY 15

$146

$146

FY 16

FY17 President

$147.9

*In FY 2013, across-the-board sequestration cuts reduced NEH’s effective funding to $138.4 million.

$149.9

