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[NAME OF ADVOCATE] TO MAKE THE CASE FOR MUSEUMS 

ON CAPITOL HILL


S/He may not look or sound like Jimmy Stewart, but [name of advocate] is going to Washington.


[Last Name of advocate, title and museum name] will travel to the nation’s capital February 27-28 to make the case for museums with [name of state] congressional delegation. H/She will be one of more than 300 museum professionals from across the country who will participate in Museums Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill, an annual event orchestrated by the American Association of Museums (AAM).


According to [Name of advocate], s/he and his/her fellow amateur lobbyists will be exercising a right guaranteed by the Constitution, that of petitioning the government about issues of concern. 


“I am extremely anxious to get to Washington to let our elected leaders know how museums are vital to communities everywhere, and particularly right here in [name of museum location,” said [last name of advocate]. “Museums are essential elements in America’s educational infrastructure. They are economic engines, generating valuable tax dollars for local government coffers, and they are centers of lifelong learning. For these and many other reasons, museums merit strong federal support.”


[Last name of advocate] cited the many programs [name of museum] brings to [name of locale]. INSERT LOCAL INFO


This is emblematic of what museums contribute to communities nationally. According to AAM, museums invest more than $2 billion annually in education programs, and welcome some 55 million schoolchildren each year. And a study by the U.S. Council of Mayors reported that, for every tax dollar invested in museums, $7 is returned to local governments. Another study by the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services found that museums ─ along with libraries ─ are the information sources most trusted by the American people.


[Last name of advocate] will be sharing these and other facts about museums with {name of state] federal representatives.


“In these times of tightening budgets, it is more important ever that museums share with Congress the value we bring to communities everywhere,” said [last name of advocate]. “Every tax dollar invested in museums pays big dividends, in our education system, in generating economic growth and maintaining our economic competitiveness, and in our overall quality of life.”


INSERT more local museum information. 


“We are privileged that [name of advocate] will be joining us for Museums Advocacy Day,” said AAM president Ford W. Bell. “The work that the [name of museum] has done in [name of locale] is extraordinary, and the state’s Congressional delegation needs to hear about the critical contribution the museum is making to the community.


For more information . . . 

