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Tips on Keeping Travel Expenses Down
· There are a number of Internet sites for making inexpensive travel arrangements. Any of the following offer reservation information and reasonable rates for flight, car rental, and hotel reservations:

www.travelocity.com 

www.cheaptickets.com 

www.expedia.com 

www.orbitz.com

These sites help you to set a price benchmark for your itinerary. They also have useful tools that can help you determine the cheapest days to fly. However, these sites do not always have access to the airlines' cheapest fares, and each airline adds a booking fee. Also, fares for two of the most popular low-cost carriers, Southwest and JetBlue, cannot be booked through these sites.

· The cheapest regular fares are often sold directly through the airlines' own websites, where you can access sale fares that might not be available through other providers. The major carriers in the U.S., American, Continental, Delta, Northwest, United, and US Airways, all offer sales frequently. However, you can often beat the fares from the major carriers on low-cost airlines such as Southwest, JetBlue, and AirTran. The downside to low-cost carriers is that most have more limited flight networks than the major carriers.

· Book your travel arrangements well in advance to take advantage of low price fares.  The further in advance you make the arrangements, the less expensive flights will be.
· Most airlines tend to release sales on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, which makes searching for airfare early in the week smart.
· Contact the museum to see if they have any suggestions for reasonably priced hotels or restaurants.
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